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pelled him to follow a course that he would not normally have chosen. The significance of that moment neither the public in general, nor his critics, appear to have realised.
From thenceforth Conservatism has remained without unanimity as to purpose or to policy. The variegated shades of opinion among its adherents have made it powerless when it has seemed most powerful. Viewed from one aspect the greatest triumph of current politics has been the manner in which this nebulous and unrepresentative party has maintained itself in power. The honour for the triumph belongs entirely to Mr. Baldwin. It raises the whole question as to his ability in party leadership. It answers the supposed enigma of his personality, and explains the sudden metamorphosis of his character. The diabolical ingenuity with which he has unwittingly performed his task may have shrouded him with mystery before the public. That is only because such cleverness fits ill with the ordinary man's conception of the artless and ingenuous squire. The truth has been worse confounded by an uncritical confusion of office with power and numbers with strength, followed immediately by complete disillusionment and the realisation that in itself the Conservative Party has had no power. The story of Mr. Baldwin as a party leader is that of a man who came to blaze the trail, but early blunted his axe. Ultimately he was forced to rely on his animal cleverness to crawl through the trees. Sometimes his trek seemed unedifying, sometimes the route seemed devious. The moral of the story has been that force of circumstances can make the most ingenuous display ingenuity. It has really been a reflection on democratic government.
There was a picture of Mr. Baldwin before the winter' of 1923 that should always be remembered. In those days he brought his fist down on the table and declared his determination to end the abuses of the Lloyd George regime. The government of gentlemen was to be restored and character and scruple were to rule again in the high places.